the methodological limitations of community-based surveillance of hypertension in Latin America. One decade later, hypertension surveillance in Latin American countries still had substantial methodological limitations (eg, between 2000 and 2010 , the proportion of studies that met the minimum methodological requirements did not increase), and only 46% of published studies from the region reported rates of hypertension awareness, treatment, and control. 5 Therefore, promoting use of a common methodology is important to standardise surveillance reports. 6 Better data for hypertension awareness, treatment, and control are prerequisite to assess the capacity of countries to implement effective public policies to enable access to high-quality services that off er timely detection and treatment. We are years behind the data. More important than limiting health indicators to a shortlist is to ensure that the indicators used reflect the major global diseases and health risks and are actionable. Clear, understandable, standardised, and transparent health metrics are powerful catalysts for better governance and social accountability. Good data can help to mobilise social forces, community organisations, and governments to improve health and wellbeing.
Global health metrics and non-communicable diseases: the case of hypertension
We congratulate The Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology 1 for raising the strategic issue of global health metrics and non-communicable diseases (NCDs). It is time that global health metric indicators reflect the major health issues facing the global population. 2 The Global Burden of Disease Study 3 has highlighted NCDs as the major causes for death and disability worldwide. In particular, increased blood pressure was the leading risk for death and disability, associated with 9·4 million deaths and 162 million disability-adjusted life years in 2010. Although hypertension affects 40% of the global population aged more than 25 years, it is highly preventable, and cost-effective health care can mitigate most adverse outcomes. 4 The proportion of the population with uncontrolled hypertension is crude and not a fully actionable indicator. Routine monitoring of the four key population-based metrics (prevalence, awareness, treatment, and control rates) of hypertension are essential to guide public health and clinical interventions. 
